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Introduction

WAITHOOD

GE
NII)ERMEDUCATION, AND GLOBAL DELAYS
N MARRIAGE AND CHILDBEARING

Nancy J. Smith-Hefuner and Marcia C. Inhorn

n many societies around the world
waiting | , young men and wo ;
lays in n‘lgar(;:;ggiraarfdd 1}(:.11‘1g€r to marry and have children. T;?eilg :r\t.
e in5[a11cc 1. dbearmg.are growing—and they are Lglobf;ﬂ
ter reports that the she' in the United States, the Pew Research Cen-
increased, especiall are of Americans living without a partner has
e Americaz;;ulmg young adults (Fry 2017). Today, abou‘t
B o living wilhgmu ts (61 percent) under the age of thirty-five
B ot SiX_in_tma spsouse or a partner. Of these un-partnered
Another Pew Research 1(]( 8 percent) have never been married
American adults (61 per A S shows that about six-in-ten
nine are childless withcein) s the ages of eighteen and forty-
they never expectjto h S four-in-ten (37 percent) saying thS;t
B i s oo ave Ch]lc.ll'l?n (Livingston and Horowitz 2018)
in marriage anti chil;}gun-wd LA other societies, Lhesé dela 5
INg a variety of interna EALlg arc increasing globally. In a stud iy
(2013) shows that m tional data sets, demographer Philip N C(}::hh
B e rate, is jclejfc delay, as Weﬂ as an overall reclu.cticm{;;~l
countries such as France ring worldwide, particularly in well-to-do
States. However, marri e, Italy, Germany, Japan, and th :
» marriage delays and declines are not jus ; o
€ just found in
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_ , 1d’s population lives
s 9 percent of the wor . 5
3 1 North. Today, 8 e 1 marriage
th Gkﬁ?lw with falling marriage ratcs. b Ch‘jﬂg[ciilelmnﬂra])hic
— ¢ of what Cohen (2013) calls a “package © . nd lower
a;\ﬂ pars » incuding higher education, higher 1ncomes,
changes,
Ate [ertility. ~ted i nst coun-
e ?{ {Srttlotayl fertility rates (TFRS) have plummeted in Ll;:; D
Indeed, : for e le, across C :
¢ j or example,
.es since the 1980s, including, it g Jave been
meslc:“:ai;ere sharp declines in TFRS S‘ll_lC.t Ll?e 11:.8[?;;1“» (Eber-
kar cterized as a “quiet revolution . .- PICITE P (b] world trends).
ztaac;:and Shah 2012; see also Inhorn 20.18 io; ,:.ra‘m o s Wi
i 1d’s population LVES . )
oughly half the wor s the “ultra
T?:ci?ivtrneﬁowg 1-e;1acement level (Roser %016)? hl&é;'cll‘::deﬂong Kong,
. fertility” societies of East Asia, including C]]- clil R e at
o ,, South Korea, Taiwan, and Singapore ( lwrajteﬁ have pre-
v 'h'm 2008). In these societies, lllil'a'l(?‘?; blr}ﬁh wo;ncn poten-
S'Lr?;ali%ec; 2 sense of national reproductive Crisis, . Jong to conceive.
cipl . v and waiting too X
. ned for failing to marry Jamiplens lobal pat-
E;anytﬁz-:aslc Asia-Pacific nations are emblematic of wider g p
et, &

terns, whereby the “richest” people hav bty
i ’d‘ in much of Western Europe (RF)SLI’ . Ra—
e - inzﬁl this global delay and decline In mamagcdan e
i OVU: b(;en characterized as “one ol the lmoslH[un ;.?mt,zmél o
s hab" has] happened in human history (Roser d =
e t'hat [ Why? Why are so many young peuple aroun i
s QUESTI_O}’I 15'10 ma.rry and have childrenrand, in sornie C du,_
i i at all? Are these delays intentional (e.g., 1or € o
new"er marrymg_me ('e g., for a sense of individual aulonomyA a :
i andlf%?iem)" érrare there obstacles in the ws.ly. tF) n;alrizgd
per(;mll?ll(f‘;:aring (cé lack of employment opportumues) that
C 2., .
?:)1 prolonged waiting and ynut.h Eru?r‘at:]?lrﬁ?ﬂ
In this volume, W€ examine the S "
le around the world who are living e
'}'OUEE F;ESE in the most general sense, refers to an exten rz ‘Eamng
o aciulthuod in which young men and‘wm.’nenra e
?ci S;s;rrrlﬁ and have children, sometimes d;lelaym% 11.111(15153 ﬁm:i .
i - altoge ithood may D€ ,
‘fOme‘%m55109?[;(B];\;Liﬁ%‘;zgzrﬁg both. From the. stang[?mr;;;%
1.nten1-1_01’131:t0 waithood may be planned and .exper}enfc ;nchnd-
mt?mlom i as when young women put off marriage ar;L1 5,
1'3-“0_“31 higc sue their educations and careers. B‘L.ll waitho ] ;md
pear?agh::l Eri'?eraning refers 1o unintentional delays in marriag
its orig 3

e the “lowest” fertility rates,

farious experiences of

Introduction

childbearing due to political and economic realities that force young

people into a state of deferred adulthood.

This latter meaning of waithood was first forwarded by the po-
litical scientist and ethnographer Diane Singerman, who originally
coined the term. Viewing the rates of education and marriage across
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, Singerman (2007,
2013) used the term “waithood” to refer to a widespread pattern
of delayed marriage and—because marriage is culturally linked to
social adulthood—delayed adulthood. As Singerman argued, the
pattern is not socially or affectively neutral: it has resulted in con-
siderable youth frustration and societal concern across much of the
MENA region. In her foundational work, Singerman observed that
in countries like Egypt, Iran, Syria, and Morocco, young people are
obtaining higher levels of education than ever before, but that edu-
cation is not leading to higher levels of employment.

While her research focuses on youth in general, Singerman em-
phasizes the experiences of young men, highlighting the failures
both of national governments to supply sufficiently remunerative
employment opportunities and educational systems to adequately
prepare young men for the jobs that exist (see also Dhillon and
Yousef 2011; Honwana 2014). Across the Middle East and North
Africa, the skyrocketing expense of marriage and housing has com-
bined with cultural norms enjoining young people to live at home
until they marry. The effect is a situation of prolonged dependence
on parents as young people are forced to wait—for jobs, for housing,
for marriage, and for families of their own (Singerman and Ibrahim
2003). It is not surprising that at least some young men find this lim-
inal period between adolescence and adulthood a time of boredom
and despair (see Schielke 2008, 2015). No less seriously, political
observers voice concern that this shift in patterns of marriage and
social adulthood creates dangerous possibilities for youth unrest and
even radicalization (Khosravi 2017).

As depicted in several chapters in this volume, particularly those
from sub-Saharan Africa, young men’s marriage delay is often a by-
product of an economic and political situation that makes finding
work and saving for marriage difficult, if not impossible. While a pat-
tern of later age of marriage for men is nothing new, neoliberal pol-
ig'les of economic restructuring in many societies within the Global
South have pushed young men into a position of unintended, un-

-.ﬂ{llﬂcnme, and extended waithood—or a prolongation of the period
J ?Qtime between adolescence and the achievement of full adulthood,
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d with marriage and the establishment

which is typically associate
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’ laé‘lsll Lze same time and sometimes even in the sa
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TCXL‘Th‘—TE e ache for personal exploration and s.e‘lE.-xmp i
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[exts -ticularly for young ‘ R——
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I oc? eriod may be experienced quite dlf[Elfl‘CI‘l‘-tlY {,:;,cquences -
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& 'fcrance One of the “quiet revolutions” OCCUITits &
ignifi . . . R
i(:%day for women 1is their educational achieve

al con-

may use the wait
opportunities, frien

ent, with women

. . hicher education in
students outperforming their male peecrs Ti T;:é‘ﬁf ot al. 2018; In-
; - 1d’s nations (1t .

ne-third of the wor _ ‘s have

e L&an (ier 15, this volume). As educational opporlu.nlllt young
1a ’ cia

Eom;ne mporc widely available, young men anq'e:pf\rith Eoncom‘

eco en have taken advantage of these _OppOItum}x‘e 1,[ ", Goldsietn
'_NOTT: delays in marriage and childbearing as a resu .

itant de

and Kenney 2001; Jones 2005).

The most striking consequence A
is t ; ye for women at Hrs . :
s e s IL. During the three-decade period from th

;ally, no marriage ata . : A —
?;;?Jt thiough the 2000s, marriage rates among edu
5

i ed around the
between the ages of thirty and thirty-four plmm.ne.trfl:ii ot
o 1d. As demographer Philip Cohen (2013) putsdlt simply,
world. As ( : Sy
i kely to be marr
] education are less li ~ ool
wﬁ\l?\,rln:l?r;any of the chapters in this yolume dem?m[iaziﬁon b
. i iage
i ns lower marrie
i shigher education mean . "
i thatrf};;s nogt come without significant social and C?t,:i |
e : s
w\?::lces. An unanticipated and often worwmgl egf‘r;;tgmmrs e
icatienal achievements——which is oftep C_OUP € s e e
~ducational achievements in many some.'tles, inc < Wen_educated
Ztates (Autor and Wasserman 2013)—1s that many

of women’s educational achieve-
e—0I, more conse-
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women who would like to be married face a smaller pool of well-

educated men. The result is that the identification of an appropriate

marital partner—namely, one who shares a vision of marriage as a

joint project and is willing to accept a more equitable household ar-
rangement—has become increasingly difficult for educated women
around the globe. The fact that “older” educated women in coun-
tries such as China are deemed unmarriageable—and referred to in
such callous terms as “surplus women,” “unmarketable women,”
“leftover women,” or, if they have PhDs, the “third gender”—be-
speaks the often significant social and personal challenges that edu-
cated women face in their efforts to marry (Lake 2018).

Today, long-standing patterns of hypergamy (or women marry-
ing “up”) in most societies are being challenged by a pattern of hy-
pogamy (or women marrying “down”). New patterns of hypogamy
most often involve a woman marrying a man who has less educa-
tion: however, in some cases, they may also involve a man who
is younger or less economically secure. In yet other cultural con-
texts, the pattern involves women reaching across previously cir-
cumscribed ethnic, racial, or religious divides for possible marriage
partners (Ortega and Hergovich 2017).

Having said this, in many countries of the world, women'’s educa-
tional achievements have also gone hand-in-hand with new visions
of conjugality and shifting marital arrangements. In many societies
today, parentally arranged marriages are giving way to self-choice of
partner and the “modern” desire among many youth for a romantic,
companionate marital relationship (Ahearn 2001; Hirsch and Ward-
low 2006; Inhorn 2012). These aspirations are often butiressed by
other social changes, including access to new social media technol-

ogies and the development of consumer cultures including West-
ern-style cafés, shopping malls, and multiplex movie theaters that
facilitate intimate encounters.

The postponement of marriage and the prolongation of unmarried
singlehood have also led to a noticeable reconfiguration of courtship
and dating practices and the emergence of new types of partnerships.
This trend assumes multiple forms, and can be seen in, among other
@Dgs, the growth of online dating and matchmaking services, mul-
tl_ple romantic/sexual partners, unmarried cohabitation, polyamory
(L.e., multiple committed relationships), and both temporary and un-
Zl_;ﬁ)_iﬁ_cial marriage. At times, these emergent forms of partnership and
gﬁl_l'jugality——with or without legal marriage—are viewed as a mar-
Tiage “crisis,” a cause for alarm and moral panic on the part of politi-
ﬁﬁm religious leaders, and societies’ moral authorities.
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Table 0.1 Waithood: A New Conceptual Vocabulary.

Author(s) Countries pefinition o
i n's (youtmme uk
e :z;):fj;ir?;m i:‘iyp\a nning and stn_vmg
for educated futures in prcpara1_.|.0nl
for a better life; because cduc_alnmn, 511?,1 d
a highly valued life goal, SLiEkm,g qu11
cation while waiting to ht-mm-: a =
adult is seen as a way o gscape po
erty and obtain a petter future

Term
Active McLean
waithood

) particular

Leone

pominican Marriage in the Canblu;:;?-w.?trz\mam

blic giously valorized ‘L‘Iul di icu N
e especially among 1M ptwcnsh_t'.d m :
Christian converts who, by vmu:i 0
competing obligations, are prt:clioﬂ—
ously situated between the aut o
tative prescriptions of the churc e
powerful sociocultural and econodoph
imperatives that discourage t{n: ra{am-
tion of marriage and the nuclea

ily model
{wnﬁnued)

Conjugal Thornton

conundrums
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Table 0.1. continued

Term

Author(s)

Countries Definition

Delayed
adulthood

Masquelier Niger

Young men’s inability to reach matu-
rity despite being of age, while also
practicing time management to em-
brace delays, fill time, and prepare for
the future; this occurs through receiv-
ing emotional and material support
from peers, exchanging information
about jobs, training opportunities, and
other resources to orient themselves
toward possible futures; thus, young
men aim to shatter the temporality of
aimless deferral and recreate a sense
of purposeful waiting

Emergent
waithood

Berry

Guatemala

The places and moments where
marriage practices are changing for
women, and the ways in which in-
stitutions (including the state and
NGOs) are shaping marriage practices
and reproduction differently; institu-
tions may create conflicting or har-
monizing incentives and pressures on
women'’s marital and reproductive
lives; however, through these institu-
tional influences, some young women
are modeling new possibilities for life
trajectories beyond the household and
into public and professional spheres

Extended
singlehood

Smith-
Hefner

Indonesia

Young people in a context of univer-
sal marriage nonetheless pursuing
higher education, employment, and
“self-development,” while delaying
marriage and extending the period of
singlehood, the effects of which are
more significant for women who may
age out of the “market” and face dif-
ficulties identifying a suitable, equally
well-educated match

Female
reproductive
temporality

Vialle

France

Women wait to become mothers be-
cause they envisage a reproductive
temporality that is based not only on
biological, but also social, relational,
and temporal factors; women thus
seek to satisfy a number of conditions
that they deem necessary in order to
welcome and raise children, within a
temporality that they consider both
socially and biologically appropriate

(contimmieed)
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Table 0.1. continued
Author(s) Countries Definition = —
How young and aspiring women I

i rake
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. ormations in norms

Term

i Rwanda
Giving Sadruddin
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gender; “giving nm:?cil time {ta.l'l he
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tional period in which young TTTnH
belonging to & privilcged‘lpmli ;eﬂ{d
segment of Rwandan socety 1 in o
themselves” as they contemplate

riage and, to SOMe extent, motherhood
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seniority status as a matter of blocked
occupational opportunities on one
hand, and, on the other, of the double
bind of obligatory marriage and the
deeply risky nature of marital intimacy

Refusing to
settle
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Jordan

The experiences of single women who
have migrated for professional op-
portunities, who have lived on their
own for as much as a decade and are
beginning to reckon with the long-
term possibilities of staying single; as
time passes, many become concerned
about finding a suitable partner and
marrying, but on their own terms;
they insist on living a life of dignity

Reproductive
waithood
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United
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The condition of women waiting to
become mothers, both intentionally
(on their paths to professional fulfil-
ment) and unintentionally (because
of the difficulties they face in finding
a committed reproductive partner);
compelling evidence suggests that
educated women's growing use of egg
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to gender-based disparities in men’s
and women's educational achieve-
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reject marriage, but more frequently
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hypergamic norms, increasing social
inequality, and the rising costs of mar-
riage and childrearing; in addition,
queer-identified individuals often face
legal exclusion even as they come
under pressure to enter “marriages of
convenience”

(continued)
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young men are drawing on their social relations as possible sources
of sponsorship and advancement. Young Muslim men also look to
their religion as a frame of normative reference that fosters some
measure of accountability and trust—not just in financial dealings
but in spousal relations as well.

Themes of failed economic policies and their effects on frustrated
youth are also critical to an understanding of the situation of young,
educated Nigeriens. In Chapter 3, “Waiting at the Fada: Young Men,
‘Tea Circles,” and Delayed Adulthood in Niger,” Adeline Masquelier
explores the lives of recent male graduates who had hoped to secure
white-collar jobs only to discover that their higher education has
decreased their employment opportunities. As in the Ugandan ex-
ample, structural adjustment programs and economic reforms have
widened social inequalities and have severely restricted the options
for young job-seekers; “greedy elders” are also viewed as an obstacle
to employment, wealth, and social maturity.

In urban Niger, then, young men are forced into delayed adult-
hood—unable to find jobs despite their educations, unable to marry
as they wait for financial security, and unable to achieve adult sta-
tus in the community of senior men. And although it is considered
below their status as educated “intellectuals,” they struggle to cob-
ble together piecemeal or part-time work when they can. Much of
their waiting time, however, is spent in fadas, or neighborhood tea
circles, where they gather to strategize imagined futures. Masquelier
describes this time spent in the fadas as “purposeful waiting,” a time
when young men carefully brew tea and talk, and in the process re-
gain some control over how time unfolds. In the fadas, young men
offer each other a measure of support lacking in their broader social
lives, support that takes the form of gestures of respect and recog-
nition, advice on sex and romance, and even, on occasion, financial

assistance.

In the final chapter in this section, Chapter 4 on “Emergent Wait-
hood: Institutions and Marriage Delays among Mayan Women in
Guatemala,” Nicole S. Berry explores the effects of various insti-
tutions at state and local levels on the experience of waithood and
marriage delays for Indigenous Mayan women. Berry considers state
policies, as well as those of local community groups and foreign non-
governmental organizations, as they attempt to frame Indigenous

 Women's roles and futures, especially with regard to marriage and

I_'fé?roduction‘ She identifies the moment as one of emergent waithood,
?m 15, a period of dramatic social and cultural change when at least
SOIME women are pursuing education and work and, in the process,
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And yet, despite education’s promise, a young man'’s educational
trajectory is not uncommonly derailed by unexpected fatherhood.
Unlike the context of waithood described by Singerman for young
people in MENA countries, where non-marriage (at least in the
ideal) precludes sexual activity and pregnancy, young men in rural
Sierra Leone not infrequenily produce children outside of wedlock
while still in high school or university. Although the young man in
question may be unable to afford the cost of a wedding, fathers of
illegitimate children are nonetheless expected to be responsible and
to provide support for both the child and the child’s mother. Often,
the financial burden proves too heavy to bear and the young man
may be forced to leave school to seck employment. In such cases, fa-
thers may shift their focus from their own education to that of their
children as a means of carving out a dignified future as proud fathers
of educated offspring.

Education is also a highly valued asset in post-genocide Rwanda,
but factors into young women’s experience of waithood in rather
different ways from those described for the youthmen of Sierra Le-
one. Aalyia Feroz Ali Sadruddin’s Chapter 6 on “’Giving Oneself
Time’: Marriage and Motherhood in Urban Rwanda,” focuses on the
situation of young professional women in Kigali, Rwanda, who have
deliberately postponed marriage to pursue higher education and ca-
reers. Rwanda is unique among post-conflict areas in that women's
social and political roles and participation have increased dra-
matically in the aftermath of the 1994 genocide that left the nation
with a population estimated to be 70 percent female. The women in
Sadruddin’s study are all in their thirties, unmarried, and work in a
wide range of fields, including medicine, law, architecture, and data
analysis. All of them, moreover, are the primary breadwinners for
their natal families.

Rather than emphasizing marriage and childbearing, these
women focus on work and the capacity to support their families
as critical markers of adulthood and of self-worth. They uniformly
described their liminal, unmarried state as giving oneself time. That is,
they do not view waithood as something imposed upon them but
embrace it as an important phase in their life course. Not only does
their singlehood allow them the time to pursue an education and ca-
reer, but it also affords them the space to come to know themselves
b:-:tter and to prepare themselves to make the best possible choices
I'F_hen they do decide to marry. Sadruddin argues that the decision
W Postpone marriage and motherhood on the part of these young
Women should not be seen as a form of resistance to traditional ex-
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tion and employment, while balancing concerns of responsibility to

family and, in this case, religious piety. She considers the situation
of Muslim Javanese university students and the growing influence
of varieties of Islam on the shape and experience of youth waithood.
Over the past several decades, average age at first marriage has risen
considerably among Javanese, particularly among Muslim women,
many of whom have entered a state of extended singlehood. Mothers
who were forced to quit school and marry at a young age now en-

courage their daughters to delay marriage in order to finish school

and go to work, so that they will not depend on their husbands
and can help support their natal families and siblings. Statistics con-
firm that Indonesian women are in fact going to work, and at much
higher rates than women in other Muslim-majority countries such
as Jordan or Egypt.

As elsewhere in the Global South, youth in Indonesia—even pious

Muslim youth—have also embraced the ideal of romantic love as the
proper foundation for a modern, companionate marriage. However,
a growing body of conservative Muslim clerics and religion teachers
and a flourishing Muslim youth literature insist that unchaperoned
premarital familiarization is sinful and can easily lead to fornication.
Smith-Hefner finds that a surprising number of contemporary Java-
nese youth say they reject modern dating as immoral. Many post-
pone engaging in relationships with the opposite sex until they have
achieved their academic and career goals. When they finally turn to
marriage, women find themselves in a particularly difficult situation.
Many have moved away from their natal communities, a traditional
source of marriage candidates. Sometimes referred to as a “marriage
crisis,” “older” educated women also face a narrowing pool of equally
well-educated marriageable men willing to negotiate work and fam-
ily roles within a companionate marriage. Smith-Hefner considers
the appeal for educated Javanese women of Muslim marriage bu-
reaus, brokers, and matchmakers, who have stepped in to quickly
match educated Muslim women with partners for marriage “without
dating"—and sometimes with less-educated Muslim men.

Part III. Delayed Marriage
and the Meanings of Singlehood

'l'he four chapters that make up Part III of the volume offer a some-
"Y!fhﬂt different angle on marriage delay from that presented in earlier
chapters. They address contexts in which waithood is accompanied
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have shifted their hopes and aspirations onto their children and are
willing to support them both emotionally and financially for as long
as they are able. Not uncommonly, they urge their children not to
marry too early and to take the time instead to explore life in its
different dimensions—including relationships with the opposite sex.
Despite the efforts of the Islamic state to address what it views as
the moral turpitude of the current generation, most of the young
people in Babadi's study describe having had several intimate rela-
tionships of varying degrees of seriousness. In discussing their rela-
tionships, young people express both extremely high expectations
and cynicism regarding the possibility of their achieving long-lasting
happiness and stability. They point to the high levels of divorce and
marital dissatisfaction in their parents’ generation and worry about
the difficulties of finding the perfect mate. Babadi thus argues that
the phenomenon of marriage delay in this case is best described as
voluntary waithood, with many young middle-class Iranians making
a deliberate decision to put off marriage until sometime in the in-
definite future. While they may eventually marry, young Iranians
have prioritized individualistic goals of educational advancement,
professional development, and self-actualization, taking advantage
of their parents’ support to do so.

In the two final chapters in this section, Fida Adely and Sarah
Lamb consider the predicament of women in Jordan and in India
who, for a variety of different reasons, find themselves single—and
then must strategize to come to terms with their unmarried status.
In both Jordan and India, single women must struggle against a sit-
uation in which marriage is a given, women living on their own are
an anomaly, and the reputations of single women are a focus of gos-
sip and public concern.

Adely’s Chapter 11, “Refusing to Settle: Migration among Single
Professional Women in Jordan,” highlights the experiences of single
Jordanian women who have migrated from their provincial homes
to the capital city of Amman for work. These women are educated
professionals, many with degrees in technical fields. They come to
the city for the purpose of employment and frequently encounter
opportunities for further education and even greater mobility. One

‘Expected side-effect of this experience is the postponement of mar-

riage. While migration to the city hypothetically offers the women a

_]?IEEI‘ pool of marriage partners and increases the likelihood of their
heeting someone interested in developing a companionate relation-

, the women report encountering prejudices related to class dif-
fhices and biases against their provincial backgrounds.
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late twenties and early thirties, however,

As they approach their
ncreasing pres-

many of the women in Adely’s study report facing i
sure from their families to marry. But in interviews they insist that
they would not marry just to marry—"they would not settle.” The
women explamed that their experiences living on their own had
significantly changed what they wanted from marriage and made
it harder for them 10 “tie the knot.” And because they were work-
ing and had their own income, they had the security of knowing

that they could take care of themselves financially whatever the

case. Adely describes their situation aptly as refusing to settle: that is,

these Jordanian women might marry if an appropriate candidate
appeared, but they were not willing to give up their hard-earned
gains just for the sake of marriage.

b’s Chapter 12, "Never—Married Women in India: Gen-

Sarah Lam
dered Life Courses, Desires, and Identities in Flux,” also focuses on

single women who have never married, in this cas¢, in the context
of West Bengal, India. Lamb explores in ethnographic detail single
women’s life histories and aspirations, their reasons for not mar-
rying, and their navigations through their singlehood status. She
does so through the stories of four older Bengali women who have
reached a permanent state of never-marriedness-. The women come
from varied backgrounds. Medha is from a very poor, rural family
but had managed to become & college professor: Indrani received
her PhD in electrical engineering in the United States; after holding
a high-sa‘laried job for some years in New york City, she returned to
Kolkata to care for her ailing grandmother. sukhi-di, now seventy-
six, was the third of twelve children. She pursued her education
up to the BA level and had held several important protf:ssional po-
sitions that involved her travelling around rural Bengal. Subhagi
came from a very poor family as well as a disadvantaged class; she
worked all her life as a day-laborer and never married despite e

peated offers.

In their narratives and i
Lamb finds that women rarely articulate their aspirations
of a drive for individual independence OF desire to live alone. Their
stories thus complicate understandings of the autonomous individ-
ual at the heart of much public discourse on the rise of singlehood
in modern societies. In their narratives, women place particular em=
phasis on their desires to work to support their (extended) families—
and their taking considerable satisfaction in being able to do SO
Lamb argues that what these women seek is new forms of recogr

nition, belonging, and inti

n those of the other women in her study,
in terms

mate sociality beyond the conventions of
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marriage. The women’s stories i
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L
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quite gubstantial, making wormen feel “unready to mother.” Manon
explores these multiple factors affecting what she calls female re-
productive temporality—the fact that reproductive timing is not only
biological, but also social, relational, and material in nature. For
example, many French women wait to become mothers because
they cannot find a partner, OF one who is also “ready” to become
a father. Serious material considerations, including the high cost
of raising a child in major French cities, also comes into play, as
do women’s perceptions that their own bodies still “feel young,”
even when serious ovarian aging is already underway. By exploring
the many factors that lead older French women into ART clinics,
Manon argues persuasively that the French model of ART is seri-
ously out of touch with the present-day realities of French women'’s
reproductive lives.
Chapter 14, “Waiting Too Long to Mother: Involuntary Childless-
ness and Assisted Reproduction in Contemporary Spain,” offers a
somewhat different perspective on why women in Spain are also
waiting—sometimes 0o long—to become mothers. Beatriz San
Roméan explores Spain’s changing fertility regime, one in which
motherhood has shifted from an “inescapable fate” of women'’s lives
to something that women can now choose to do—or not. Spanish
fertility rates have been in sharp decline since the 1970s, with the
mean age of Spanish women at first birth now one of the highest
in the European Union. This delay in childbearing has mainly been
attributed to structural factors, such as unfavorable working condi-
tions, low wages, and job instability. However, this structural analy-
sis of delayed childbearing may be missing the point when it comes
to social and affective dimensions of Spanish women’s contempo-

rary existences.

Through an analysis of Spanish national fertility survey data,

as well as in-depth interviews with Spanish women who have re-
h age-related fertility issues, San

sorted to ARTs after struggling wit

Roman argues that postponing motherhood may, in fact, be a wait-
hood choice. For many Spanish women, the decision to put off child-
bearing has been made not on the basis of material constraints, but
rather as a means of achieving other life goals and forms of personal

fulfillment, most of them linked to the consumption of goods and
services. However, like many of the French women in vialle’s study,
Spanish women may have inaccurate knowledge of the female re=
productive lifespan; thus, women’s waithood “choice” may result
in the “shock” of unexpected infertility. In such cases, the mother’s
“choices” are restricted, especially as child adoption has become in-

‘may in fact be a costl
Women are literally

Introduction

creasingly difficult in Spai
: ain. Thus, “waiti
o P s, “waiting too long t ”
2 { : : g to mother
- g uncertainty, with motherhood only achi o
1€ use of donor eggs. ¥ achieved through
The final chapt i
pter of this volum
Revolution? G . e, Chapter 15, “The Egg Freezi
United Sl‘lrlés(iel?der' Ed_llcauom and Reproductive Wam:ioéti;z:;lg
education, as’kiny Eljrtrlahc, Inhorn returns to issues of gender ar?;
postponement Og '.W they might be linked to W()IT’IL’]]’S fertilit
e théir Ter lhe‘pa"st decade, single American professiom‘{
R A;;ecgll;n;]tles and early forties have i[lcrc;l;illg;V
; ed oocyte cryoprese 3
ing) as a wa _ yopreservation (aka, egg freez-
st int Ih(:'iye to preserve their fertility. Media reports oftgfnr:u
are the main r:f}men s “selfish” educational and career ambit-islg_
ally “delay,” ”decfém: W}ly they are using egg freezing to intemim:S
in-depth 'Srthnn er,” or postpone” their childbearing. However, g
e e graphic study of more than one hundred Ame ;- an
offer a quite d%;nm to egg freezing shows that women [hcmznlcar?
ikl 1f erent interpretation. In fact, the main rea £ \;c,,
eI were i : 4 son w
Serenervoith wé‘:‘img their eggs was due to the lack of a stah]lz
gt st s }:0 pursue marriage and childbearing. Although
frozen their eggs i : a:1 they felt empowered and relieved to hazc
n order to preserve thei ini '
S teha] ¢ eir remaining re i
p tial, they also lamented the fact that g reproductive
find. men were so hard to
As Inhor o @
Seiving monma;ﬁtllfs, t[}us man deficit” (Birger 2015), and thus the
m toward egg freezi i
but little di 88 Ireezing, bespeaks an u :
ping mend-lsm}}]SSEd global reality: namely, women are nowndeﬂymg
in hi . ‘ outstrip-
of equally Edulgher education by the millions, resulting in thl.? tlnpk
Bt ar Acated parl‘ners with whom to pursue marriage acd
tional dispaitie: aS:eosn in this chapter, these gender-based idlfcg
: s are occurring in more th i i
nations, n : : an one-third of th 5
e:dutation:]t only in the United States. Thus, as women ris: iwcg]ld's
S tably Educl;::ézmls, they .will increasingly face a dearth 0?{:01;”
their marital panmen' ?vhmh,_if they want educational parity ir;
trajectories. In shonerSh.]pS_W]H affect their future reproductive
“revolutionary” Dol;zni]-lrlmugh egg [reezing has been touted for its
ial—namely, as :
that creates new career options ancsi]' fﬂ]ijn femPOWCng technology
amily formations—eg £
: g freezin
y technological concession, whereby educateg

“buying time” whi
ith, “buying time” while e T . ;
Altiood beyond their individual control SIS R

IS IB COI]CI i 1'1 e
L usion, t i
m es Chapter's pmnt to [hﬂ inextricab]e entangle
1s bEIWEEIl gE“dCI, educatlon, empl()ymenl, lllarriclge parenl-




Nancy I ';”‘H-!h'Hé'JI!Il’F' ane JMJTFT[‘LT C. J‘i’”TL‘ 1
INACY -«
26 7 Ti

jor | the lives
ich have mpacts on
. #delays,” which have major 1 : -
sl = i eties around the
s 81111‘?:1;1113 of young people in virtually all socie S aphic
pie iy knowledge, this is the first systematic €tf i
I‘ o and on 0 ] i 5 out 1n
Slobf' ;rt(;on and comparison of wmthood,‘as it pgayoung s s
TXPmDSr on almost every continent. Thfe lefte}i )(:)dyﬂms s oo
o is di i waithood. , it i
> scussion o : .
at stake in this dl ; 5 . of being, among
| mU(C: scholars 10 explore the “yyaithood '.?[E\'LL r(l)é S
e uppjeople whose path 10 adulthood has—tor o
young
other—been put o hold.

i i <or of Anthropology and Chqn 9f
e Smlth'}{lif;ﬁ;gi?;ﬁ; Boston University- A 5p‘e [::;::}t—
7 Dtpamﬁ‘?m. O ender, and Islam, she is author Of'KIﬂEEI‘VE:r.;HY
o Stﬁﬂzref;?;:;l;’;o?‘al EdL;CGIiDH. in a Diasporic Comgug;:fzh{agérs .and
o calit 5 We umerous bo
. Camﬁmia P‘relsf’rlri?:zr)mta;o‘;l? I?fa;iziﬂg Inﬁim.acies : Ynur.*-t,“Sf;:r'tt;i-
j(}umal amde": Ccmempomry Indonesia (University of Hawaitlt. mde;
o F“”-@r Ty l:[' the changing personal lives and sexual a ; Ak
i hon o {;im Javanese youth against the balc‘kd1‘(?phl':11r1;[ﬂer
0 ed‘lCﬁ}Ed' M?s{n more normative forms of Isllam. Sm.lth.- e
Smg?mdlﬁzr‘;s}\ MA, and PhD from the University of Michigatl:
receive ’ )

fessor of An-
fot Aliam K. Lanman, JI. Pro
” horn is the William 1. of Anthro-
Marmalo(:. I;d International Affairs in lhf.! Depaﬁgﬂ;f;;a cmdlies il
i 8&;1 MacMillan Center for International an e on M
i .
Poio%rn?:ersiw, where she serves as Chair of [he. C;);Jr iy
B gtudies. A specialist on Middle Eastern gen b{;oks ncluding
EaSt]th 7Llnho.r:n is the author of six award-wmnmgme Ma::gins (Stan-
Tnjeric:ﬂ s Arab Refugees: Vulnerability and Hgit'ff: 00?; g e found-
> yedito o
ersity Press, 2018). She 1S xe A o5 (JMEWS), and
E{;lrgdcgi;\:;;ltie Journal of Middle East Méomi‘”oiszﬁc;e;éxuauwp book
: Pl 1l Repro uctiot, ) - .
. Berghahn's “Fertility. PH in epidemi
COC_C;tOIYH(;i)m Eolds a PhD in anthropology ‘anli anM P
series. e nia, Berkeley.
E{iogy from the University of California, R

References

A.del ] Elda. 2012. GEdeied Pﬂ]’ adOXES. Eduﬂﬂtl”g Jor dﬂfﬂa” H/’l”ﬂe” in hana”'
I a!fh a”dl Jogi' €55, C . U ver i y icago Press.
Y 5 Chl agO nivers {8 Of ?h C g
' ' '
Ch J'Igé m ]vepaf A IJ{} Vv }! (%] thl arl [IESSA
Ann AT I Un] ersit f M g
d

4 Social

Introduction

Autor, David, and Melanie Wasserman. 2013. Wayward Sons: The Emerging
Gender Gap in Labor Markets and Education. Cambridge: Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology Press.

Birger, Jon. 2015, Date-onomics: How Dating Became a Lopsided Numbers Ganie.
New York: Workman Publishing.

Chan, Angelique, Gavin W. Jones, and Paulin Tay Straughan, eds. 2008.
Ultra-Low Fertility in Pacific Asia: Trends, Causes and Policy Issues. London
Routledge.

Cohen, Philip N. 2013. “Marriage Is Declining Globally: Can You Say That?”
12 June. Family Inequality blog. Retrieved 8 May 2019 from https://
familyinequality.wordpress.com/2013/06/12/marriage-is-declining.

Dhillon, Navtej, and Tarik Yousef, eds. 201 1. Generation in Waiting: The Un-
fulfilled Promise of Young People in the Middle East. Washington, DC: Brook-
ings Institution Press.

Eberstadt, Nicholas, and Apoorva Shah. 2012, “Fertility Decline in the Mus-
lim World: A Demographic Sea Change Goes Largely Unnoticed.” Policy
Review 173: 2944,

Fry, Richard. 2017. “The Share of Americans Living without a Partner Has
Increased, Especially among Young Adults.” Pew Research Center, 11
October. Retrieved 8 May 2019 from https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2017/10/1 1/the-share-of-americans-living-without-a-partner-has-
increased-especially-among-young-adults/.

Goldstein, Joshua R., and Catherine T. Kenney. 2001. “Marriage Delayed
or Marriage Foregone? New Cohort Forecasts of First Marriage for US
Women.” American Sociological Review 66(4): 506-19.

Hirsch, Jennifer, and Holly Wardlow, eds. 2006. Modern Loves: The Anthropol-

agy of Romantic Courtship & Companionate Marriage. Ann Arbor: University
of Michigan Press.

Honwana, Alcinda. 2014. ““Waithood': Youth Transitions and Social Change.”

In Development and Equity: An Interdisciplinary Exploration by Ten Scholars
from Africa, Asia, and Latin America, ed. Dick Foeken, Ton Dietz, Leo de
Haan, and Linda Johnson, 19-27. New York: Brill.

Inhorn, Marcia C. 2012. The New Arab Man: Emergent Masculinities, Technol-

ogies, and Islam in the Middle East. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

. 2018. “The Arab World’s ‘Quiet’ Reproductive Revolution.” Brown
Journal of World Affairs 24: 147-57.

Inhorn, Marcia €., Daphna Birenbaum-Carmeli, Jon Birger, Lynn Marie

Westphal, Joseph O. Doyle, Norbert N. Gleicher, Dror Meirow, Martha
Dirnfeld, Daniel S. Seidman, Arik Kahane, and Pasquale Patrizio. 2018.
“Elective Egg Freezing and its Underlying Socio-Demography: A Bina-

tional Analysis with Global Implications.” Reproductive Biology and Endo-
crinology 16: 70.

Jones, Gavin W. 2005. “The ‘Flight from Marriage’ in South-east and East
Asia.” Journal of Comparative Family Studies 36(1): 93-110.

Kh I‘ﬂ\-'i, Shahram. 2017. Precarious Lives: Waiting and Hope in Iran. Philadel-
phia: University of Pennsylvania Press.




Nancy J. smith-Hefner and Marcia C. Inhorn

Lake, Roseanim. 2018. Leftover in China: The Women Shaping the World's Next
Superpower. New York: W. W. Norton & Company-.

Livingston, Gretchen, and Juliana Menasce Horowitz. 5018. “Most Par-
ents—and Many Non—Parems——Don’[ Expect to Have Kids in the Fu-
ture.” Pew Research Center, 12 December. Retrieved 15 March 2019 from
hnps:!lwww,pcwreﬁcarch.m:g,f{act—tank;’m181’ lZlehnost—parems-
and-many-non-parems—dom—cxpect—m-havt‘.—kids—in—lhc—[umrm‘.

Ortega, JoSUE, and Philipp Hergovich. 2017 #The Strength of Absent Ties:
Social Integration via Online Dating.” Retrieved 8 May 2019 from
hlms:!!arxiv.orga’pd[r1709.]0478.de

Roser, Max. 2016. “Global population Falling as Human Pertility Rates
pecline.” Principa scientific International, 11 July. Retrieved 8 May
2019 from lmps:fJ’prlncipia—sciemiﬁc.m'g.fglobal«population-ialling-aa—
human-fertility- declines/.

schielke, Samull. 2008, “Boredom and Despair in Rural Egypt.” Contempo-
rary Islam 2(3): 251-70.

2015 Egyptin the Future Tense: Hope, Frustratiof, and Ambivalence be-
fore and after 2011. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.

Singerman, Diane 2007. “The Economic Imperatives of Marriage: Eme rging
Practices and Identities AmMONg Youth in the Middle Bast.” Middle East
Youth Initiative, Working Paper NO- 6, September, The Brookings Institu-
tion, Wolfensohn Center for Development, washington, DC.

2013, “Youth, Gender, and Dignity in the Egyptian Uprising.” Jour
nal of Middle East Women's Studies 9(3) 1-27.

Singermar, Diane, and Barbara Ibrahim. 2003. #The Cost of Marriage in
Egypt: A Hidden Dimension in the New Arab Demography.” Cairo Papers
in Social Science 24 (1/2): 80-1 66.

gmith-Hefner, Nancy 3. 2019. Islamizing Intimacies: Youth, Sexuality, and Gen-
der in Contempaorary Indonesia. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press.

SOMINELS, Mark. 2012. Stuck: Rwandan Youth and the struggle for Adulthood.
Athens: University of Georgia Press.

wyrod, Robert. 2016. AIDS and Masculinity in the African City: Privilege, In-
equality, and Modern Manhood. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Part [

WAITHOOD, STATEHOOD,
AND THE STRUGGLE FOR DIGNITY






