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and the failure of educational systems to adequately prepare young

men for the jobs that existed.

In this setting, young people were forced to wait—for jobs,

for housing, for marriage, for sex, and for families of their own.

Thwarted by high marriage and housing costs—in a cultural setting

where young men were expected to pay for both—waithood was

both undesired and unintended by the men caught in this situation,

as well as by the young women who were waiting for them as mar-

riage partners. For both parties, extended unmarried singlehood led

to a period of prolonged dependence on parents, as young people

were expected to live at home and remain celibate until marriage.

Such unintended waithood ultimately translated into delayed adult-

hood, given that marriage and childbearing were the ultimate mark-

ers of full adult status.

A decade later, in the aftermath of the tumultuous 2011 Arab

uprisings, Singerman has updated her original waithood research

for the purposes of this volume. Utilizing a variety of quantitative

and qualitative date, Singerman underscores the fact that uninten-

tional waithood has become widespread across the Middle Eastern

region, especially for youth in resource-poor societies such as Egypt,

Jordan, Morocco, and Tunisia. Caused by corrupt and callous gov-

ernments incapable of insuring economic and social justice for their

citizens, this unintentional youth waithood was a major predpitat-

ing factor in the Arab Spring, as well as in more recent protests in

places like Lebanon and Iraq. Singerman thus extends her analysis

in this volume to focus on what she calls the "politics of waithood,"

in which the state bears major responsibility for the crisis underlying

young people's waithood plight.

The plight of young people experiencing unintentional waithood

elsewhere is further developed in several other chapters in this vol-

ume, particularly those that focus on young men in sub-Saharan

Africa. As in the Middle East, increasing numbers of young men

living in resource-poor African countries are being forced to delay

marriage and family formation, with consequences for their gender

identity and social welfare. As seen in this book, even highly ed-

ucated African young men face difficulties and frustrations, given

that government jobs are scarce, formal employment formidable,

and the required money and goods necessary for securing a mar-

riage and establishing a household beyond reach. These young men

are being "forced to wait" against their will, leading in some cases to

out-of-wedlock fatherhood without the culturally sanctioned ben-

efits of marriage. However, even in situations of enforced waiting,
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erful shifts in social values in many societies, with young people

becoming much freer to choose among a variety of pathways to

partnership and parenthood. But perhaps the most striking social

consequence of all in this ongoing social transformation is the global

rise in age at first marriage—and, even more consequentially, the

global declines in marriage as some people choose to never marry

at all. Today, nearly 90 percent of the world's population lives in a

country with falling marriage rates. Several chapters in this volume

focus on this trend, showing the ways in which women are "opting

out" of marriage, either through specific "tactics" of marriage delay,

or simply by inertia as they follow their educations and careers into

permanent states of singleness.

Having said this, it is important to note that in the majority of cul-

tural contexts, including those presented in this volume, (a) marriage

is still a given, (b) childbearing is still expected within the bounds of

marriage, and (c) both are closely linked to the achievement of so-

cial adulthood. Non-marriage, especially for women, is viewed as a

personal failure, as seen in some chapters where unmarried women

may face derision, scorn, and social, economic, and physical vulner-

abilities. While opting out of marriage may be acceptable in an in-

creasing number of Western societies, it is typically not experienced as

something desired or planned in other places, especially by women.

Rather, non-mamage—and consequent lack of childbearing—may

be an unintended consequence of simply "waiting too long."

Indeed, as shown in the final section of this volume, intentional

waithood may have unintended consequences, particularly for women.

For one, educated women are now surpassing the educational

achievements of young men around the globe. But they are then

faced with a smaller pool of equally well-educated men to marry.

These gender-based educational disparities are leading to a "man

deficit" and "leftover women," as highly educated women are un-

able to find marriage partners. For those educated women who do

go on to marry, the common pattern of hypergamy (or women mar-

rying "up") is being challenged by a pattern of hypogamy (or women

marrying "down"). In other words, an educated woman who wants

to marry may be forced to choose a man who has less education, is

younger, is economically less secure, or comes from a different eth-

nic, racial, religious or class background.

Highly educated women around the globe who are unable to find

marriage partners are increasingly turning to egg freezing as a way

to preserve what's left of their fertility. For women, age-related fer-

tility decline begins in the early thirties, but is significantly amplified
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